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The last several decades has witnessed the growth of new area of investigation and new
methodologies in the field of sociolinguistics. These include such areas as conversational analysis,
multimodality, and language and identity. Along with these new areas of focus has come the
growth of innovative methodologies including life stories, narrative analyses and critical discourse
analysis.

In this presentation, | will focus on current trends in sociolinguistics that have the greatest
relevancy to language use and language learning. Specifically the talk will examine:
the effects of globalization on language use and learning;
multimodality and its implications for language learning and teaching;

identity as it affects language learning; and

RIS I

critical approaches to language teaching and learning.
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